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Sir: 

This responds to the December 6, 2006 Office Action, wherein the examiner imposed a 
species election requirement against the originally filed claims M2 of the application, as 
between: 

SPECIES A: Claims 2-17 and 22-36, directed to an in situ cleaning mechanism; 
SPECIES B: Claims 18, 19 and 37-39, directed to a nucleation and metal growth 
optimization mechanism; and 

SPECIES C: Claims 20, 21, and 40-42, directed to a voltage limiting mechanism, 
with claim I being generic to all species. 

In response, Applicants hereby elect SPECIES A claims 2-17 and 22-36. 

The claims-readable on SPECIES A are claims 1 (the linking claim), 2-17 and 22-36. 

Such election is without traverse, in view of the acknowledged presence of linking claim 
1 (see discussion in the second paragraph at page 2 of the December 6, 2006 Office Action), but 
with the request that upon identification of allowable subject matter in such linking claim, the 
species election requirement be withdrawn in favor of rejoinder of the withdrawn claims of 
SPECIES B and C, with the rejoined claims being fully examined for patentability. 

It therefore is requested that prosecution of the application proceed, consistent with the 
foregoing election. 

Respectfully sobmitted. 

Date: January 6, 2007 

Steven J. Hultquist 
Reg. No. 28,021 
Attorney for Applicants 
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